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1.  CALL TO ORDER 
  Chairperson Parrish called the meeting to order at 4:16 p.m. 
    
2.  ROLL CALL 

  
Members Present: Rick Parrish, Jordan Burns, Kenneth Pence, David Knoyle, Kimberly Higgins  
Constituents Present: Erik Halverson 
Staff Present: Jennifer Wills, Melissa Harbour, Jim Nickerson, Scott Knapp 
Council Liason Present: Angie Wean 

    
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   
    
  23-001084 MVGAB Draft Minutes 01.18.2023  
    A motion was made by Board Member Knoyle and seconded by Board Member Burns to approve the 

minutes as provided.  The motion passed with the following vote: 
Ayes: Rick Parrish, Kenneth Pence, Jordan Burns, David Knoyle 
Nays: None 
Abstain: None 
Yes 4, No 0, Abstained 0 
  

      
4.  CONSTITUENT COMMENTS 
  N/A 
    
5.  BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
  N/A 
    
6.  REPORTS 
   
    
  23-001086 A. Golf Superintendent Report - March 2023 (Verbal) 

B. Golf Manager Report - March 2023 (Verbal) 
C. Director's Report - March 2023 (Verbal)  

    Scott Knapp provided a verbal superintendent report for March 2023.  Jim Nickerson provided a verbal 
manager report for March 2023.    

      
  23-001085 Q1 2023 Play & Revenue Report  
     
      
7.  OLD BUSINESS 
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8.  NEW BUSINESS 
   
    
  23-001087 A. GOLF COURSE COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

 
The City of Longview Mint Valley Golf Course opened in 1976, and has a long tradition 
of providing quality golf and recreational opportunities for residents and those who 
visit.  No major capital renovation has happened in many years outside of the erection 
of the cart storage facility in 2016 and the small transformation of the interior of the Pro 
Shop when the transition of management to the City took place.  Many of the facilities 
on the course have reached a near critical need for replacement.  The highest and 
greatest need is the hydraulic irrigation system that is over 47 years old.  Because of 
the age of the irrigation lines throughout the course as well as the hydraulic nature of 
the system, there are consistent leaks throughout the turf.  When the system is 
completely off, it continues to leak over 2 gallons a minute of City potable water.The 
efficient application of water is playing an increasingly important role as golf courses 
are focused more than ever on conserving water resources and protecting water 
quality.  Water shortages and the rising cost of water have put more emphasis than ever 
on irrigation system efficiency.  The average age of a golf course system including 
sprinklers, pipes, values, fittings, and controllers is 25 years and after that experience 
frequent breakdowns, components becoming obsolete, and finding replacement parts 
becomes more difficult.  The Mint Valley System requires constant monitoring as it is 
prone to failure and needs continual maintenance and repair. 
 
The type of irrigation system that was installed in 1976 was already being phased out at 
that time because it was antiquated in nature.  The system fails to “on”, meaning any 
breaks in the line and the sprinkler heads turn on and whole banks of heads need to be 
shut off to locate within the labyrinth of line where the break may have occurred.  Tens 
of thousands of dollars in both supplies and labor hours are spent annually to repair 
lines and replace parts at the course. The ongoing preventative maintenance and repair 
of our amazing team has enabled the system to operate for this long, the staff has 
purchased old equipment from courses who have upgraded their systems as well as 
had some parts 3D printed where necessary as they are no longer being 
produced.  Replacement parts are no longer available and the lines in the ground are 
brittle and no longer viable. The course is staring down a catastrophic failure in the 
near future and time and effort is being spent on an obsolete and inefficient system. 
 
Since 2019, Mint Valley Golf Course is the only fully municipally operated course with 
no contract or leased services. The course has doubled the rounds of play as well as 
revenue since transitioning the operation to the City and has been voted #5 for the best 
municipal courses in the state by golfers and ranked nationally for best value.  Mint 
Valley promotes quality of life for residents within the local area as well as a tourism 
draw for our community and hosts a variety of activities for youth and families. 
 
It is time to determine what is next for Mint Valley and how we are going to accomplish 
the path forward.  Replacing the irrigation system and its components provides an 
opportunity for the course to refine the design of the system to meet the current and 
future needs while taking advantage of new technology that can make water application 
more uniform, efficient, and dependable.  As we know, irrigation is the most crucial and 
critical to sustaining the use of the facility, but we also need to plan for future fixes 
such as the Pro Shop and other deferred maintenance.     
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RECOMMENDED ACTION:N/A - Discussion and Feedback  

     
      
9.  ADJOURNMENT 
   
    
  23-001088 Next meeting is scheduled for July 19, 4:00 PM  
     
      
 


