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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, in accordance with RCW Chapter 42.30, that the City Council 
of the City of Longview, Washington, will conduct a special meeting in the Longview City 
Hall Council Chamber, 1525 Broadway, Longview, on Thursday, June 6, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 
The topics of discussion follow. No final action will be taken. 
   
The City Hall is accessible for persons with disabilities. Special equipment to assist the 
hearing impaired is also available. Please contact the City Executive Office at 360.442.5004 
48 hours in advance if you require special accommodations to attend the meeting.  Please 
note - virtual attendees may comment verbally during public hearings only. Virtual 
attendees may also submit written comments to the Clerk's Office with the heading, 
"Public Comment for disbursement to the City Council". 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82394132374 
 
Telephone options (dial any of the following numbers): 
       1-253-215-8782   
       1-346-248-7799   
       1-408-638-0968   
       1-669-900-6833   
       1-301-715-8592   
       1-312-626-6799   
       1-646-876-9923 
 
Webinar ID: 823 9413 2374 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
    
2.  FLAG SALUTE 
    
3.  ROLL CALL 
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4.  WORKSHOP 
    
  24-00501 HOMELESSNESS (TIME ESTIMATE 2 HOURS) 
      
5.  ADJOURNMENT 
    
 
* Any invocation that may be offered at the Council meeting shall be the voluntary offering 
of a private citizen, to and for the benefit of the Council.  The views or beliefs expressed by 
the invocation speaker have not been previously reviewed or approved by the Council, 
and the Council does not endorse the religious beliefs or views of this, or any other 
speaker. 
 
NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS: 
THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2024 – 6:00 P.M.  
THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2024 – 6:00 P.M.  
  
NEXT SPECIAL COUNCIL WORKSHOPS: 
THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2024 – 5:00 P.M. – WCIA COUNCIL COURSES 
TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 2024 - 6:00 P.M. - CIP BUDGET 
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Longview Police Department: 
Historical Challenges and Responses to Homelessness

This is a history of the Longview Police Department's engagement with homelessness in Longview. 
It covers the evolution of homelessness in the city over the past 10 years, key incidents and policy 

changes, and the department's strategies and responses over time. The aim is to provide an 
overview of the challenges faced, the lessons learned, and the ongoing efforts to address 

homelessness effectively.

*This presentation is not intended to be insensitive to the needs and plight of individuals experiencing homeless. It aims to provide an objective overview of how 
the police department has addressed challenges related to homelessness in our community while providing public safety services to the community at large.
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Overview
• Historical Context Pre-2017
• Martin v. Boise
• 2017 - 2019 and the Creation of Camps​

• Detail the events leading to the establishment of the camp at City Hall and, subsequently, Camp Alabama.​
• Camp Alabama (December  2019 – December 2022)

• The changes of Camp Alabama over the years, leading to the creation of Hope Village and closure of Camp 
Alabama.​

• Summer 2021-2022: LPD saturation patrols in the area surrounding Camp Alabama
• Closure of Camp Alabama and creation of Hope Village:​

• Discuss the challenges following the closure of Camp Alabama and the displacement of individuals.​
• LPDs, led by BHU, education campaign to inform citizens of pertinent statutes and direct them toward available 
community resources. ​

• LPD enforcement blitz targeting issues such as trespassing, shopping carts, park hours, and illegal camping.​
• Current State of Affairs

• Provide an update on the current state of homelessness in our community, including any recent developments.​
• Pending Supreme Court decision on Johnson v. Grant's Pass and its potential implications.
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Historical Context: Pre-2017
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2017 – 2019: Camps in Longview
June 8, 2018: Numerous encampments removed 
from private property to make way for Beech St 
extension
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2017 – 2019: Camps in Longview
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2017 – 2019: Camps in Longview
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2017 – 2019: Camps in Longview
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November 20, 2019
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November 22, 2019
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Camp Alabama: December 
2019 – December 2022
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Camp Alabama: December 2019 – December 2022
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The “Blake Decision”
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Summer 2021-2022: LPD saturation patrols 
in the area surrounding Camp Alabama
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Closure of Camp Alabama and creation of 
Hope Village

Page 17 of 27



Response: Education campaign led by BHU and Community 
Outreach Coordinator
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Camp Alabama Closure: Displaced Individuals
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Abandoned Vehicle Blitz: including vehicles being 
used illegally as dwellings on city streets

Photo: April 2023

Page 20 of 27



Bridging the gap

Outreach Coordinator and 
Behavioral Health Unit
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Bridging the gap
Aug. 2021  Behavioral Health Unit created to 
provide short-term, intensive case management 

Nov. 2022  Outreach Coordinator assigned to 
Community and Economic Development to 
proactively direct people to social services

Jan. 2024  Outreach Coordinator position 
transferred to Police Department and Sgt. Watson 
assigned to supervision of BHU and Outreach
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Behavioral 
Health Unit
Types of crisis calls for 
service:
• Mental Health 
• Welfare Check
• Disorderly Conduct
• Suicidal Subjects
• Substance Use

Projected 
year end
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Trespassing in 
commercial areas

To address individuals trespassing on 
commercial properties during closed 
hours, our Outreach Coordinator 
contacts affected business owners to 
gather information for police officers to 
make an arrest.  
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For Individuals who refused to heed education and 
redirection to available resources: Enforce
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Current State of Affairs

Page 26 of 27



Questions?

Page 27 of 27


	1. CALL TO ORDER
	2. FLAG SALUTE
	3. ROLL CALL
	4. WORKSHOP
	 HOMELESSNESS (TIME ESTIMATE 2 HOURS)
	LPD and Homelessness. A Look at History


	5. ADJOURNMENT

