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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, in accordance with RCW Chapter 42.30, that the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board of the City of Longview, Washington, will be holding a meeting 
on February 23, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. in the Training Room, on the 2nd floor of City Hall 1525 
Broadway St., Longview. The meeting is also available online and/or via telephone. 
Microsoft Teams meeting  
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  
Click here to join the meeting  
Meeting ID: 229 956 634 565  
 Passcode: gSusnf  
Download Teams | Join on the web 
Or call in (audio only)  
+1 213-631-2692,,525776909#    United States, Los Angeles  
+1 347-973-4395,,525776909#    United States, New York City  
Phone Conference ID: 525 776 909#  
 
The City Hall is accessible for persons with disabilities. Special equipment to assist the 
hearing impaired is also available. Please contact the City Executive Offices at 
360.442.5004 48 hours in advance if you require special accommodations to attend the 
meeting. 
 
  
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
    
2.  FLAG SALUTE 
    
3.  ROLL CALL 
    
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
    
  26-00117 PRAB Draft Minutes 01.26.2026 
      
5.  CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
    
6.  CONSTITUENT/BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
    
7.  OLD BUSINESS 
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8.  NEW BUSINESS 
    
  26-00168 A. Neighborhood Heroes - Facility Usage 

SUMMARY: Representatives from Neighborhood Heroes will present a proposal requesting formal 
recognition as a partner organization with Parks & Recreation and use of designated space within 
the Elks Building outside of peak summer programming hours. Neighborhood Heroes is a 
structured, one-on-one mentorship program modeled after Big Brothers Big Sisters, focused on 
building character, healthy identity, and future leaders rooted in the community. The program 
emphasizes youth safety through background screening, mandatory reporting requirements, 
supervision standards, and liability coverage. The organization proposes to utilize space during 
non-conflict hours (primarily evenings and select times outside summer peak programming) to 
provide supervised mentorship programming that aligns with Parks & Recreation standards, 
policies, and scheduling requirements. The presentation will outline: 

• Program structure and mentor screening processes 
• Community need and supporting data 
• Insurance and liability coverage 
• Proposed timeline (2026–2027) 
• Anticipated benefits to Parks & Recreation and the broader community 
• Measurable outcomes and evaluation metrics 

 
This item is for presentation and discussion. The Board may provide feedback and direction 
regarding potential partnership and facility use. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Motion to recommend that the Parks & Recreation Department explore 
a partnership agreement with Neighborhood Heroes for facility use, subject to staff review, 
scheduling availability, and compliance with all City policies and risk management requirements. 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Justin Brown, Parks & Recreation Director 

      
  26-00173 B. WSU Master Gardener - Lake Sacajawea Demo Garden Proposal 

SUMMARY: Washington State University Extension Master Gardeners will present a proposal for a 
demonstration garden at Lake Sacajawea. The proposal outlines the purpose of the garden, 
proposed location, general design elements, and anticipated partnership involvement. The 
presentation will also address maintenance expectations, funding considerations, and how the 
project would be implemented if approved. The Board will have the opportunity to ask questions 
and provide direction on whether to move forward with the proposal. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Move to support the concept of the Lake Sacajawea Demonstration Garden and direct staff to 
continue project planning and coordination. 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Justin Brown, Parks & Recreation Director 

      
  26-00170 C. Neighborhood Park Grant Applications 

SUMMARY: The Longview Parks & Recreation Neighborhood Park Grant Program provides capital 
improvement funding to support community-driven enhancements within the City’s park system. 
The program is open to neighborhood groups, nonprofit organizations, community partners, and 
City-led initiatives seeking to improve park amenities, accessibility, and overall user experience. 
The City allocates $25,000 annually for this program, with application cycles typically opening in 
January and June. If funds remain after external applications are reviewed, an additional internal 
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cycle may be opened for City-led park improvements. At this meeting, the Advisory Board will 
review submitted applications and have the opportunity to discuss and make a recommendation 
to City Council to allocate available funding to selected projects. The Board’s recommendations 
will help ensure grant dollars are directed toward projects that align with community needs, 
adopted plans, and the long-term vision for Longview’s park system. 
Applicants: 

1. Longview Pickleball Club 
2. Longview Youth Soccer Association 
3. Longview Youth Baseball 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Motion to allocate the available Neighborhood Park Grant funding to eligible applicants in 
amounts and proportions as determined by the Board. 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Justin Brown, Parks & Recreation Director 

      
  26-00171 D. Lake Sacajawea Preservation Plan Update - Martin's Dock 

SUMMARY: Staff is initiating an update to the Lake Sacajawea Preservation Plan to ensure 
continued regulatory compliance and alignment with current community needs. The update will 
support evaluation of proposed improvements to Martin’s Dock, including consideration of a 
performance shelter, while maintaining the historic and environmental integrity of the park. Staff 
will present the proposed scope and requested updates at this meeting and seek Board direction 
on how to proceed. Board members are encouraged to review the current plan in advance 
at: https://www.mylongview.com/257/Park-Plans. The specific recommended updates will be 
presented at the meeting and are not being distributed beforehand. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Motion to recommend that staff proceed with updating the Lake Sacajawea Preservation Plan as 
presented. 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Justin Brown, Parks & Recreation Director 
 
 

      
9.  REPORTS (10 Minutes) 
    
  26-00174 A. Parks Maintenence/Urban Forestry Division Report 

B. Recreation Division Report 
C. Director's Report (Verbal) 

      
10.  ADJOURNMENT 
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1.  CALL TO ORDER 
  The meeting was called to order at 5:01 PM 
    
2.  FLAG SALUTE 
   
    
3.  ROLL CALL 

  

Members Present: Board Member Jenny Oskey, Board Member Oliver Black, Board Member Glenda Johnson, Board 
Member Steven Pond, Board Member Manon Kaufman 
Members Absent:  
Constituents Present: Devon Henthorn & David Eaker 
Council Members Present: Wayne Nichols 
Staff Present: Erin Cranston, Melissa Harbour, Alissa Manno 

    
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   
    
  25-001131 PRAB Draft Meeting Minutes 12.15.2025  
    A motion was made by Board Member Johnson and seconded by Board Member Kaufman to accept the 

minutes as provided. The motion passed with the following vote: 
Ayes: Jenny Oskey, Oliver Black, Glenda Johnson, Steven Pond, Manon Kaufman 
Yes 5, No 0, Abstained 0 
  

      
5.  CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
  N/A 
    
6.  PRESENTATIONS 
   
    
  26-0062 2025 Progress Update - Longview Girls Softball  
    David Eaker & Devin Henthorn from Longview Girls Softball Association provided an update on the 2025 

Season. 
      
  26-0063 Cloney Park Project Update - Alissa Manno  
    Alissa Manno, Recreation Specialist, presented on Cloney Park Inclusive Playground. 
      
7.  CONSTITUENT/BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
  Glenda Johnson provided comments. 
    
8.  OLD BUSINESS 
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9.  NEW BUSINESS 
   
    
  25-001132 A. Election of Chair & Vice Chair 

SUMMARY: Per the Bylaws, an election shall take place each year to select a chair and 
vice-chair of the board. 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Seeking a motion to elect both chair & vice-chair. 
STAFF CONTACT: Erin Cranston, Recreation Manager  

    A motion was made by Board Member Johnson to retain Oliver Black as Chair and nominate Manon 
Kaufman as Vice Chair.  The motion passed with the following vote: 
Ayes: Jenny Oskey, Oliver Black, Glenda Johnson, Steven Pond, Manon Kaufman 
Yes 5, No 0, Abstained 0 

      
  26-0064 B. Update to Bylaws 

SUMMARY: Periodically the bylaws are reviewed and revised where 
applicable.  Additionally, staff was asked to revise for the potential addition of a student 
member. 
RECOMMENDATION: Review and provide a motion to update bylaws with agreed-upon 
revisions. 
STAFF CONTACT: Erin Cranston, Recreation Manager  

    A motion was made by Board Member Johnson and seconded by Board Member Oskey to approve the 
changes to the Bylaws as recommended, with any needed additional input.   
 
Board Member Pond made an amended motion to change the wording for residents. Chairperson Black 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Board Member Pond and seconded by Board Member Johnson to add a Parks & 
Recreation Foundation Board Member to the Ex-Officio section of the Bylaws. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
*Action Item: Recreation Manager Erin Cranston will update the Bylaws as suggested and send them 
out, and submit to City Council for approval. 
 
Ex-offio members for 2026 
Parks & Recreation Foundation Board ~ Glenda Johnson (Chairperson Black will potentially take over 
after further consideration) 
Planning Commission ~ Steven Pond 
  

      
10.  REPORTS (10 Minutes) 
   
    
  26-0061 A. Parks Maintenence/Urban Forestry Division Report (Embedded) 

B. Recreation Division Report (Embedded) 
C. Director's Report (Verbal)  

    A Parks Division Report was embedded in the agenda. 
A Recreation Division Report was embedded in the agenda. 
  

      
11.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 06:15 PM.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 23, 2026. 
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Proposed Demo Garden at Lake Sacajawea

This proposal is for the 
Cowlitz County WSU Extension 
Master Gardeners to partner with 
the City of Longview Parks and 
Recreation Department to adopt 
and create a children’s 
demonstration garden at Lake 
Sacajawea/Longview Arboretum 
behind the Elk’s Memorial 
Building.
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WSU Extension Master 
Gardeners are a volunteer community 
of educators –cultivating plants, 
people, and communities since 1973. 
We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
educational organization. We aim to 
support a sustainable and healthy 
community by raising funds, planning 
and hosting educational projects and 
workshops, and expanding awareness 
of the WSU Cowlitz County Master 
Gardener outreach programs. 
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Here’s an example of what we do:

We operate four demonstration 
gardens in Cowlitz County. 

● Living classrooms (Ex. fruit tree 
and grape pruning)

● Youth gardening classes
● Informal tours
● Demonstrations (Ex.  

composting, raised bed 
gardening, native plantings)
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A living showcase of Pacific 
Northwest natives. 

● Demonstrates how 
homeowners can design 
gardens that are both 
stunning and sustainable

● Supports local pollinators
● Low maintenance
● Drought tolerant

Demo Garden at Mt. St. Helens Visitors Center
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Location: Lake Sacajawea

Elk’s Building
Page 25 of 78



Our Vision: Two Phases
Phase 1: 

● Refurbishing raised bed area
● Plantings with “kid-friendly” veggies 

and fruits
● Adding interactive “play” structures 

to provide visual interest

Phase 2:
● Development of walking garden 

(between fence and lake)
● Including pathways, benches, Native 

plantings, and educational signage
● Potential partnership with local 

Native American tribe
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Goals

Two main purposes:

● Education community, primarily children
● Greater presence in Longview

Additional benefit:

● Use of Elk’s building and/or LV Women’s building for classes 
and/or demonstrations
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Timeline
April - May 2026: Phase 1
● Refurbishing raised beds
● Adding new corrugated metal beds
● Adding soil/compost
● Installing drip-irrigation
● Storage shed

June- Oct 2026: Phase 1 continued
● Weekly presence planting and maintaining garden, working with children
● Plantings focus on kid-friendly fruits, veggies, and flowers

Spring 2027: Begin work on Phase 2
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Budget  (Phase 1 only)
soil/compost (8 cu.yds Super Soil) $1600 
Treated wood for raised beds $1600
Metal corrugated beds (3 8x4 rectangular,
2 42” circular, and 2 24” circular) $1400
Weed barrier fabric $125
Irrigation (drip system) $1300
Garden Shed (6’x5’ resin shed w/shelving,
tool hangers, and lock) $1100
Play structures (chimes) $600
Tools (adults and children sized) $350
Signage (2-18”x12” w/graffiti protect) $150
Plants/seeds $250
Fertilizer/treatments $100
Teaching materials $200
Plant labels $100
Total $8,875
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Support Requested:

We ask that the City of Longview provide the necessary water to the 
garden as necessary. We will also occasionally need to have access to 
electricity via an existing plug by the outside restrooms.

We are also hoping to occasionally have use of the Elk building and/or the 
Longview Women’s Club building (across the street) when available in 
order to host gardening classes for the community. 
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Photos of existing garden
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This is where we’d like to place a storage shed for tools and  supplies. 
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Inspirational photos of WSU Extension Master Gardener Children’s Garden in 
Kennewick, WA
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  Suggested layout design of garden beds / play area
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Conclusion
• Why this garden matters: Our vision

• Educating and engaging children (and the community)is central to this project

• Our goal is to help create gardeners for life

• Benefits for children:
• Builds confidence and self-esteem
• Encourages responsibility through caring for living things
• Provides therapeutic benefits (reduced anxiety, improved mood, connection to 

nature)
• Promotes healthy eating (children are more likely to try foods they grow 

themselves)

We hope that you will consider this partnership and approve this proposal.
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Parks Maintenance & Urban Forestry Report 

Parks Board February 2026 

 

Parks Maintenance  

• Tree Planting 

Staff are currently planting 189 new trees citywide. To date, 73 trees have been 

planted. Planting began approximately two and a half weeks ago and is progressing on 

schedule. 

• Stump Grinding 

Staff are actively grinding stumps at multiple locations. Many of these sites are being 

prepared for replanting, with new trees scheduled to be planted in the same locations. 

• Sennebogen Training 

Two Parks Maintenance staff members have completed Sennebogen operational training 

to support expanded in-house capabilities. 

• Sharps Response (January 26) 

Staff responded to and safely removed three sharps at Highlands Trail. 

 

Urban Forestry 

• Sennebogen Training 

Three Urban Forestry staff members have completed Sennebogen operational training to 

support tree maintenance and removal operations. 

• Structural Pruning 

Staff have been conducting structural pruning along Commerce Avenue to reduce the 

risk of union failures and improve long-term tree health and safety. 

• Staffing Update 

Urban Forestry currently has a vacancy for a Lead Arborist position. Recruitment efforts 

are underway. 
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           Memo 

To:       Justin Brown        

From:   Erin Cranston  

Date:       February 23, 2026 

Re:         January / February Report 

Present 
 

• Building Reservations for January 2026 
o Paid Facility Rentals –  10 rentals; $3,322.00 

• Before and After School Attendance Numbers for January 
o Kessler - 140 
o CVG - 274 
o Robert Gray –  335 AM / 265 PM 
o Northlake – 128 AM / 306 PM 

• January Event Wrap Up 
o Mother Son Dance (January 31) - 202 

 

Future 
• Upcoming Events: 

o Father Daughter Dance (February 20- 22) – Sold Out 
o Kids Fish In Sponsored by Rotary -  168 registered 

Recreation Division 

Page 78 of 78


	1. CALL TO ORDER
	2. FLAG SALUTE
	3. ROLL CALL
	4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	 PRAB Draft Minutes 01.26.2026
	PRAB Draft Minutes 01.26.2026


	5. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA
	6. CONSTITUENT/BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
	7. OLD BUSINESS
	8. NEW BUSINESS
	 A. Neighborhood Heroes - Facility UsageSUMMARY: Re
	Neighborhood Heroes Consulting proposal

	 B. WSU Master Gardener - Lake Sacajawea Demo Garde
	Proposal Lake Sac Demo Garden

	 C. Neighborhood Park Grant ApplicationsSUMMARY: Th
	NPG 2026 Applications for Park Board Review

	 D. Lake Sacajawea Preservation Plan Update - Marti

	9. REPORTS (10 Minutes)
	 Reports
	Parks Division Report February 2026
	Recreation Division Report February 2026


	10. ADJOURNMENT

