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The City Hall is accessible for persons with disabilities. Special equipment to assist the 
hearing impaired is also available. Please contact the City Executive Office at 360.442.5004 
at least 48 hours in advance if you require special accommodations to attend the 
meeting.   
If you are participating virtually, you may submit written comments to the City Clerk’s 
Office with the subject line “Public Comment for Disbursement to City Council.” 
Virtual attendees may comment verbally during public hearings only and is only permitted 
for registered attendees. To participate, please contact the Clerk’s Office in advance. Use 
the “raise hand” feature during the hearing, and the Clerk will unmute participants in the 
order received. If calling in by phone, dial star - 9 to raise your hand. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82394132374 
 
Telephone options (dial any of the following numbers): 
 1-253-215-8782   or   1-346-248-7799   or   1-408-638-0968   or   1-669-900-6833   
 
Webinar ID: 823 9413 2374 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
    
2.  INVOCATION*/FLAG SALUTE 
    
  26-00181 MARK SCHMUTZ, NORTHLAKE CHURCH 
      
3.  ROLL CALL 
    
4.  WORKSHOP 
    
5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
    
  26-00297 MARCH 26, 2026 REGULAR MEETING 
      
6.  CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
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7.  PRESENTATIONS & AWARDS 
    
  26-00278 PROCLAMATION - APRIL 22, 2026 AS ARBOR DAY; RECIPIENTS AMY NORQUIST, 

LONGVIEW ROTARY PRESIDENT & ERIN CRANSTON, PARKS & RECREATION 
MANAGER 

      
  26-00279 PROCLAMATION - APRIL 19-25, 2026 AS NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK; RECIPIENT 

JACOB COLE, LIBRARY DIRECTOR 
      
  26-00299 PROCLAMATION - APRIL - FAIR HOUSING MONTH; RECIPIENT SHAY HOWSMON 
      
  26-00300 LEGISLATIVE POST SESSION REPORT BY GORDON THOMAS HONEYWELL 
      
8.  CONSTITUENTS' COMMENTS - NON-AGENDA ITEMS (Thirty Minutes) 
    
9.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
    
  26-00307 SPECIAL PROPERTY USE TO ESTABLISH A DRIVING SCHOOL AT 1338 COMMERCE 

AVENUE 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
HOLD THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MOTION TO APPROVE SPECIAL PROPERTY USE TO 
ESTABLISH A DRIVING SCHOOL AT 1338 COMMERCE AVE 

      
  26-00308 ORDINANCE NO. 3577 – RESCINDING CHAPTER 16.24 ELECTRICAL CODE 

  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
HOLD THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 3577 

      
10.  CONSTITUENTS' COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS (Thirty Minutes) 
    
11.  BOARD & COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS 
    
12.  ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 
    
13.  MAYOR'S REPORT 
    
  26-00312 PROTECTING INFANTS FROM FENTANYL - PROPOSED ORDINANCE  

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
DIRECT THE CITY ATTORNEY TO DRAFT AN ORDINANCE FOR COUNCIL ADOPTION, 
ESTABLISHING THE CRIME OF "ENDANGERMENT OF A MINOR WITH A CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE" TO ADDRESS THE LETHAL THREAT OF FENTANYL AND OTHER 
SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS 

      
14.  COUNCILMEMBERS' REPORTS 
    
15.  CONSENT CALENDAR 
    
  26-00182 APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
      
  26-00301 2026 EXTENSION AND RENEWAL OF AGREEMENT FOR COWLITZ COUNTY MINI-

RURAL PARTIAL LIBRARY DISTRICT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:   
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE 2026 EXTENSION AND 
RENEWAL OF AGREEMENT FOR LIBRARY SERVICES  
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  26-00304 PROJECT COMPLETION – CLONEY PARK STORM PIPE REPLACEMENT 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
MOTION TO ACCEPT AS COMPLETE THE CLONEY PARK STORM PIPE REPLACEMENT 

      
  26-00305 SET A PUBLIC HEARING  ON MAY 14TH FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT ALLOCATIONS 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
SET A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THURSDAY MAY 14TH FOR CDBG FUNDING 
ALLOCATIONS. 

      
  26-00306 SET A PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 14TH FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 HOME INVESTMENT 

PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM ALLOCATIONS 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
SET A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THURSDAY, MAY 14TH FOR HOME FUNDING 
ALLOCATIONS. 

      
16.  CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 
    
  26-00298 UPDATE FROM UNCOMMON BRIDGES ON FIRE/EMS LEVIES 
      
17.  MISCELLANEOUS 
    
18.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
    
19.  ADJOURNMENT 
    
 
* Any invocation that may be offered at the Council meeting shall be the voluntary offering 
of a private citizen, to and for the benefit of the Council.  The views or beliefs expressed by 
the invocation speaker have not been previously reviewed or approved by the Council, 
and the Council does not endorse the religious beliefs or views of this, or any other 
speaker. 
 
NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS: 
THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026 – 6:00 P.M.  
THURSDAY, MA Y 14, 2026 – 6:00 P.M.  
  
NEXT SPECIAL COUNCIL WORKSHOPS:  
THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026 – 6:00 P.M. – FIRE/EMS LEVIES 
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The City Hall is accessible for persons with disabilities. Special equipment to assist the 
hearing impaired is also available. Please contact the City Executive Office at 360.442.5004 at 
least 48 hours in advance if you require special accommodations to attend the meeting.   
If you are participating virtually, you may submit written comments to the City Clerk’s Office with the 
subject line “Public Comment for Disbursement to City Council.” 
Virtual attendees may comment verbally during public hearings only and is only permitted for registered 
attendees. To participate, please contact the Clerk’s Office in advance. Use the “raise hand” feature 
during the hearing, and the Clerk will unmute participants in the order received. If calling in by phone, 
dial star - 9 to raise your hand. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82394132374 
 
Telephone options (dial any of the following numbers): 
 1-253-215-8782   or   1-346-248-7799   or   1-408-638-0968   or   1-669-900-6833   
 
Webinar ID: 823 9413 2374 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
  Mayor Halvorson called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
    
2.  INVOCATION*/FLAG SALUTE 
  The flag salute was recited.  
    
3.  ROLL CALL 

  

Present: Mayor Halvorson, Mayor Pro Tem Young, Councilmember Bryant, Councilmember Claxton, 
Councilmember Kendall, Councilmember LaFave, Councilmember Nichols 
  
Staff Present: City Manager Jennifer Wills, Interim City Attorney Charlotte Archer, Public Works 
Director/Assistant City Manager Chris Collins, Community & Economic Development Director Nick Little, 
Parks & Recreation Director Justin Brown, Police Captain Brandon McNew, Human Resources Director 
Sabrina Fraidenburg, Fire Chief Brad Hannig, Information Technology Director Mike Sullivan, City Clerk 
Tiffany Ostreim 

    
4.  WORKSHOP 
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5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  
A motion was made by Councilmember Bryant, seconded by Councilmember LaFave, to approve 
the March 12, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes and March 13-14, 2026 Council Summit Minutes.  The 
motion carried unanimously.  

    
  26-0058 MARCH 12, 2026 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  
     
      
  26-00260 MARCH 13-14, 2026 COUNCIL SUMMIT  
     
      
6.  CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
  Mayor Halvorson stated Agenda Item #12 - Executive Session was struck from the agenda. 
    
7.  PRESENTATIONS & AWARDS 
   
    
8.  CONSTITUENTS' COMMENTS - NON-AGENDA ITEMS (Thirty Minutes) 
  Derek Fine provided public comment.  

Jason Still provided public comment.  
    
9.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
   
    
  26-00263 ORDINANCE NO. 3575 – AMENDING SECTION 5.05.040 AND SECTION 5.05.107 OF THE 

LONGVIEW MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING BUSINESS AND OCCUPATION TAX AND 
FEES LEVIED; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND PUBLICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
REFERENDUM; AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
CONDUCT THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 3575 
AMENDING LONGVIEW MUNICIPAL CODE (LMC) CHAPTER 5.05, BUSINESS AND 
OCCUPATION TAX, FOR COMPLIANCE WITH STATE LAW  

    Mayor Halvorson opened the public hearing at 6:14 p.m.  
 
Interim City Attorney Charlotte Archer explained the amendments.  
 
Mayor Halvorson opened and closed the public comment portion and the hearing at 6:19 p.m.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Young, seconded by Councilmember Bryant, to adopt 
Ordinance No. 3575. The motion carried unanimously.  

      
  26-00264 ORDINANCE NO. 3574 - AMENDING CHAPTER 5.06 OF THE LONGVIEW MUNICIPAL 

CODE TO APPLY UTILITY TAX UNIFORMLY TO ALL CITY UTILITY CUSTOMERS 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
CONDUCT THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 3574 
AMENDING LONGVIEW MUNICIPAL CODE (LMC) CHAPTER 5.06 TO APPLY UTILITY 
TAX UNIFORMLY TO ALL CITY UTILITY CUSTOMERS  

    Mayor Halvorson opened the public hearing at 6:21 p.m.  
 
Public Works Director/Assistant City Manager Chris Collins explained the amendment and revenue.  
 
Mayor Halvorson opened the public comment portion of the hearing.  
Jason Still provided public comment.  
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Mayor Halvorson closed the public comment portion and the hearing at 6:26 p.m.  
Council discussed the amendment.   
Public Works Director/Assistant City Manager Collins provided clarification.  
Interim City Attorney Charlotte Archer explained in-city class versus out-of-city class.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember LaFave, seconded by Councilmember Kendall, to adopt 
Ordinance No. 3574. The motion carried by the following vote: 
Ayes: Councilmember LaFave, Councilmember Kendall, Councilmember Claxton, Councilmember 
Nichols, Mayor Halvorson 
Nays: Councilmember Young, Councilmember Bryant    

      
  26-00266 ORDINANCE NO. 3576 – AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 19.12 OF THE 

LONGVIEW MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO APPEAL BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
CONDUCT THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 3576 
AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF LONGVIEW MUNICIPAL CODE (LMC) CHAPTER 
19.12, APPEAL BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  

    Mayor Halvorson opened the public hearing at 6:35 p.m.  
 
Community Development Director Nick Little explained the amendment.   
 
Mayor Halvorson opened and closed the public comment portion and the the hearing at 6:37 p.m.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Kendall, seconded by Councilmember Bryant, to adopt 
Ordinance No. 3576. The motion carried unanimously.  

      
  26-00272 RESOLUTION NO. 2612 - AMENDMENT TO THE 2026 – 2031 SIX YEAR 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PLAN (TIP) AND RIVERCITIES TRANSIT PROGRAM 
OF PROJECTS (POP) 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
CONDUCT THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2612.  

    Mayor Halvorson opened the public hearing at 6:38 p.m.  
 
Public Works Director/Assistant City Manager Chris Collins presented.  
 
Mayor Halvorson opened and closed the public comment portion and the hearing at 6:42 p.m.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Kendall, seconded by Councilmember Nichols, to adopt 
Resolution No. 2612.  
Public Works Director/Assistant City Manager Collins provided information about round-abouts and bike 
lanes.   
The motion carried unanimously.  

      
10.  CONSTITUENTS' COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS (Thirty Minutes) 

  

Marlene Johanson provided public comment.   
Pat Martin provided public comment.   
Cindy Nordstrom provided public comment.  
Eric Olmsted provided public comment.   
Jennifer Rylander provided public comment.   
Jason Still provided public comment. 

    
11.  BOARD & COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS 
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  26-00270 ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS ON UPGRADING ALL 
FOUR CURB RAMPS AT 21TH AVENUE AND MAPLE STREET IN ORDER TO ADD A NEW 
RIVERCITIES TRANSIT BUS STOP  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE ALLOCATION OF $20,000 WITH MATCHING FUNDING 
FROM RIVERCITIES TRANSIT FOR UPGRADE AND A BUS STOP TO THE AREAS OF 
12TH AND MAPLE   

    Human Resources Director Sabrina Fraidenburg explained the Accessibility Advisory Committee's 
recommendations.  
Council discussed the request.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Bryant, seconded by Councilmember Nichols, to 
authorize the allocation of $20,000 with matching funding from Rivercities Transit for upgrade and 
a bus stop to the areas of 12th and Maple. The motion carried unanimously.  

      
12.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
   
    
  26-00275 POTENTIAL LITIGATION PER RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)  
    Struck from Agenda.   
      
13.  ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 
   
    
  26-00265 RESOLUTION NO. 2610 –ADOPTING THE WATER UTILITY LEAK ADJUSTMENT POLICY 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2610 ADOPTING THE CITY OF LONGVIEW WATER UTILITY 
LEAK ADJUSTMENT POLICY.  

    Public Works Director/Assistant City Manager Chris Collins explained the proposed policy.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Bryant, seconded by Councilmember Nichols, to adopt 
Resolution No. 2610.    
Council discussed.   
 
An amendment was made by Mayor Halvorson, seconded by Commissioner Young, to modify the 
retroactive date to January 1, 2025. 
Council discussed.   
The amendment failed by the following vote:  
Ayes: Mayor Halvorson, Councilmember Young 
Nays:  Councilmember LaFave, Councilmember Kendall, Councilmember Claxton, 
Councilmember Bryant, Councilmember Nichols 
 
The main motion carried unanimously.  

      
  26-00276 RESOLUTION NO. 2611 - INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR ANIMAL SHELTERING 

SERVICES AND ANIMAL SHELTERING CONTRACT 2026 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:   
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2611 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE 
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR ANIMAL SHELTERING SERVICES AMONG THE 
PARTICIPATING MUNICIPALITIES AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE 
AGREEMENT FOR ANIMAL SHELTERING SERVICES WITH THE HUMANE SOCIETY FOR 
SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON  

    Public Works Director/Assistant City Manager Chris Collins reviewed the animal sheltering interlocal and 
contract.  
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Council discussed.   
Police Captain Brandon McNew explained the police department's responsibility and enforcement.  
Interim City Attorney Charlotte Archer explained that under state law we are required to manage 
dangerous dog designations and incidents.   
Cowlitz County Commissioner Steve Ferrell provided public comment. 
Council continued to discuss.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Nichols, seconded by Councilmember Kendall, to adopt 
Resolution No. 2611.  
Council discussed.   
 
An amendment was made by Councilmember Young to amend the terms of the agreement for six 
months.  
Council continued to discuss.   
Police Captain McNew offered a reflection on police response.  
  
A motion was made by Councilmember Kendall, seconded by Councilmember Young, to table the 
topic until April 9, 2026.  
 
Executive Session - Legal Risk of a Proposed Action per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) 
The City Council, City Manager Jennifer Wills, Interim City Attorney Charlotte Archer, Public Works 
Director/Assistant City Manager Chris Collins, Police Captain Brandon McNew entered Executive 
Session at 7:50 p.m. for a period of 10 minutes, until 8:00 p.m.   At 8:00 p.m. all parties came out of 
Executive Session.  No action was taken.  
 
Councilmember Kendall rescinded her motion to table.    
 
Public Works Director/Assistant City Manager Chris Collins gave an update on the county's progress on 
an animal shelter.   
Police Captain Brandon McNew commented on the police department's ability to respond.   
Council discussed.   
 
The main motion carried by the following vote: 
Ayes: Councilmember Nichols, Councilmember Kendall, Councilmember Bryant, Councilmember 
Claxton, Councilmember Young 
Nays: Councilmember LaFave, Mayor Halvorson  

      
  26-00274 RESOLUTION NO. 2613 - 2026 COUNCIL GOALS AND STRATEGIC INITIATIVES  

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2613  

    City Manager Jennifer Wills presented.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Bryant, seconded by Councilmember Young, to adopt 
Resolution No. 2613.  
Council discussed.  
The motion carried unanimously.  

      
14.  MAYOR'S REPORT 

  

Mayor Halvorson provided a verbal report.   
 
A motion was made by Mayor Halvorson, seconded by Councilmember Young, directing staff to collaborate 
with Cowlitz County on their plan for Animal Sheltering and provide monthly updates to the council.  The 
motion carried unanimously.  
 
Formation of Ad Hoc Committee - Council concurred on forming a committee consisting of Mayor Halvorson, 
Councilmember Kendall and Councilmember Bryant.   

    
15.  COUNCILMEMBERS' REPORTS 
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Councilmember Young provided a verbal report.   
Councilmember LaFave provided a verbal report.  
Councilmember Kendall provided a verbal report.  
Councilmember Bryant provided a verbal report.  
Councilmember Nichols provided a verbal report. 

    
16.  CONSENT CALENDAR 

  A motion was made by Councilmember Kendall seconded by Councilmember Young, to approve 
the Consent Calendar. The motion carried unanimously.  

    
  26-00251 APPROVAL OF CLAIMS  
     
      
  26-00273 PROJECT COMPLETION – MT SOLO RESERVOIR FILL LINE 

  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
MOTION TO ACCEPT AS COMPLETE THE MT SOLO RESERVOIR FILL LINE PROJECT  

     
      
17.  CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

  
City Manager Jennifer Wills requested to be excused April 23, 2026.   
Manager Wills has been for, and selected as the recipient of, the Impact and Influence Award from the Washington 
Park and Recreation Association. This is the highest recognition awarded by the state association to an individual and 
reflects long-term dedication and meaningful contributions to the parks and recreation profession. 

    
  26-00271 COUNCIL CHAMBERS A/V UPGRADE 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AUDIO/VISUAL UPGRADE 
PROJECT AND APPROVE USE OF DESCO AV FOR PROCUREMENT AND 
INSTALLATION  

    Public Works Director/Assistant City Manager Chris Collins presented.   
Council discussed.  
Information Director Mike Sullivan provided information.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Nichols, seconded by Councilmember Kendall, to 
authorize the Council Chambers Audio/Visual Upgrade Project and approve use of Desco AV for 
procurement and installation. The motion carried unanimously.  

      
18.  MISCELLANEOUS 
   
    
19.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
   
    
  26-00261 COLLECTIVE BARGAINING PER RCW 42.30.140(4)(a)  
    The City Council, (Councilmember Nichols recused himself), City Manager Jennifer Wills, Interim City 

Attorney Charlotte Archer, Human Resources Director Sabrina Fraidenburg and Fire Chief Brad Hannig 
entered Closed Session at 8:54 p.m. pursuant to RCW 42.30.140(4)(a) Collective Bargaining for a period 
of 15 minutes, until 9:10 p.m.  At 9:10 p.m. Executive Session was continued for 10 minutes, until 9:20 
p.m..  At 9:20 p.m. all parties came out of Executive Session.  No action was taken. 

      
20.  ADJOURNMENT 

  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.   
  
  
Tiffany Ostreim 
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City Clerk 
  
  
 Approved:______________________ 
                                     Mayor 

    
 
NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS: 
THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026 – 6:00 P.M.  
THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026 – 6:00 P.M.  
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Proclamation 
City of Longview, Washington  

Washington Arbor Day ~ April 22, 2026 
 

 

WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture 
that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees, and 
 

WHEREAS, Arbor Day was first observed as a holiday with the planting of more than a 
million trees in Nebraska and is now celebrated throughout the nation and the world; and  
 

WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of precious topsoil by wind and water, cut heating 
and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen, and provide 
habitat for wildlife; and 
 

WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for constructing our 
homes, fuel for our fires and countless other wood products; and 
 

WHEREAS, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of 
business areas, and beautify our community; and 
 

WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, gladden our hearts and are a constant source 
of joy and spiritual renewal; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Rotary Club of Longview, celebrating its Centennial Anniversary in 2026, 
has generously donated this year’s Arbor Day tree in recognition of 100 years of service to 
the community; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Longview has again been recognized for the 43rd year as a  
Tree City USA by the National Arbor Day Foundation and plans to maintain this 
established title, and; 
 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Erik Halvorson, Mayor of the City of Longview, do hereby 
proclaim Wednesday, April 22, 2026, as "Arbor Day" in the City of Longview, and urge all 
citizens to support efforts to care for and protect our trees and woodlands, along with the 
sustainability of our city's community forestry program for present and future generations.   
 

Furthermore, I cordially invite all citizens to attend this year’s Arbor Day 
Tradition, led by the Rotary Club of Longview, to witness the planting of a Giant Sequoia 

(Sequoiadendron Giganteum) tree at the northwest corner of Lake Sacajawea on  
April 22nd at 3:45 p.m. 

 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my  
hand and caused the seal of the City of  
Longview to be affixed this 9th day  
of April 2026.       

                                     
 

        
               
                    Erik Halvorson, Mayor    
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 PROCLAMATION 
City of Longview, Washington 
National Library Week 

April 19-25, 2026 
 

WHEREAS, libraries spark creativity, fuel imagination, and inspire lifelong 
learning, offering a space where individuals of all ages can find joy through 
exploration and discovery;  

WHEREAS, libraries serve as vibrant community hubs, connecting people with 
knowledge, technology, and resources while fostering civic engagement, critical 
thinking, and cultural enrichment;  

WHEREAS, libraries provide access to books, digital tools, and innovative 
programming, ensuring that all individuals have the support they need to learn, 
connect, and thrive;  

WHEREAS, libraries partner with schools, businesses, and organizations to 
maximize resources, increase efficiency, and expand access to essential services, 
strengthening the entire community;   

WHEREAS, libraries empower job seekers, entrepreneurs, and lifelong learners 
by providing access to resources, training, and opportunities that support career 
growth and economic success;  

WHEREAS, libraries nurture young minds through storytimes, STEAM 
programs, and literacy initiatives, fostering curiosity and a love of learning that 
lasts a lifetime;  

WHEREAS, dedicated library workers provide welcoming spaces that inspire 
discovery, collaboration, and creativity for all;  

WHEREAS, libraries and library workers across the country are joining together 
to celebrate National Library Week under the theme “Find Your Joy”;   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that I, Erik Halvorson, Mayor of the City of 
Longview, proclaim April 19-25, 2026 to be “NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK.”  
 
During this week, I encourage all residents to visit their library, explore its 
resources, and celebrate all the ways that the library helps our community find 
joy.  

 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the City of 
Longview to be affixed this 9th day of April, 
2026. 

 
 
         
                    Erik Halvorson, Mayor 
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Proclamation 
City of Longview, Washington  

April is Fair Housing Month 
 

WHEREAS, On April 11, 1968 the Fair Housing Act was enacted into law, 
recognizing that every American should have the right to purchase or rent 
shelter of choice regardless of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
national origin, sexual orientation, or gender identity; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Longview, Washington is committed to the mission 
and intent of Congress to provide fair and equal housing opportunities for all; 
and  

WHEREAS, the location that people live has a direct impact on the quality of 
their health, education, and access to economic opportunities; and  

WHEREAS, discriminatory housing practices create racial and economic 
segregation in communities that can lead to disparate outcomes in overall 
quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Longview believes that access to fair housing laws 
have made our communities stronger and more vibrant in Washington State; 
and 

WHEREAS we are committed to programs that will help educate the public 
about the right to equal housing in the State of Washington; and   

WHEREAS we are committed to promoting housing choices and fostering 
inclusive communities free from housing discrimination 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Erik Halvorson, Mayor of the City of Longview 
celebrate and proclaim April 2026 as Fair Housing Month and thank the many 
people in our community who aspire to open the doors of opportunity of 
housing to all people free from any discrimination. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the City of 
Longview to be affixed this 9th day of April 
2026.       

       
              
       Erik Halvorson, Mayor  
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 City of Longview  

 Agenda Summary  
 
SPECIAL PROPERTY USE TO ESTABLISH A DRIVING SCHOOL AT 1338 COMMERCE AVENUE 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
HOLD THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MOTION TO APPROVE SPECIAL PROPERTY USE TO ESTABLISH A 
DRIVING SCHOOL AT 1338 COMMERCE AVE 
  
COUNCIL STRATEGIC INITIATIVE ADDRESSED:  
Strengthen economic conditions and create new opportunities 
  
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
Per LMC 19.44.020 Driving schools are allowed in the downtown district as special proper use (SPU) and are 
approved via a public hearing by city council with recommendation from planning commission. 
  
The applicant at 1338 Commence Ave applied for business license to operate a driving school at the above 
address, which is allowed under special property use. At their April 1st meeting planning 
commission  recommended approval of the special property use. 
  
STAFF CONTACT: 
Irene Rutikanga, Planner 
  
Attachments:  
1. 1338 Commerce Ave Driving School Staff Report 
2. Exhibit A-Aerial Image 
3. Exhibit B- Application 
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STAFF REPORT  
to the  

LONGVIEW APPEAL BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  
  

PRESENTED BY:  

  

Irene Rutikanga, Planner  

STAFF REPORT DATE:  March 31st, 2026 

HEARING DATE:  April 9th, 2026 

APPLICATION NO:   SPU-3 

APPLICANT:  Three Rivers Driving School  

PROPERTY OWNER:  Caitlin Properties Inc 

REQUEST:  
Special Property Use Permit (SPU) in accordance with LMC  

19.44.020 for establishment of a driving school in the Downtown 

District (D-C) at 1338 Commerce Ave.  

LOCATION:  

ASSOCIATED  

1338 Commerce Ave. Parcel number involved: 00485.  

CASES:  N/A    

ZONING DISTRICT:  D-C Downtown Commerce 
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BACKGROUND AND PROPOSAL  

The applicant three rivers driving school is proposing to establish a driving school on the 

property at 1338 Commerce Ave. The property is zoned Downtown Commercial (D-C) and 

driving schools are allowed in the D-C district through a special property use (SPU) per LMC 

19.44.020. Per LMC 19.44.030 special property use in the downtown commerce district are 

granted by the city council, by conducting an open-record public hearing prior to their decision. 

With the planning commission making recommendations to the city council for the granting or 

denial of such permits.  

The business will operate with office drop-in hours from 12:00pm to 5:00pm on weekdays and 

offer weekend visits by appointment. Student driving sessions will run from 3:00pm to 8:00pm, 

with one-hour drives using two vehicles, resulting in staggered parent drop-off and pick-up times 

at the top of each hour. Classes will be held from 6:00pm to 8:00pm in both virtual and limited 

in-person formats, with in-person attendance capped at 20 students, though demand is expected 

to be primarily virtual. No new signage will be added beyond inclusion on the building’s existing 

directory. The facility includes a private parking lot with designated client and employee spaces, 

including two permits for school vehicles, with additional availability during evening hours 

when other businesses are closed. The program includes six total student drives using vehicles 

equipped with dual controls and additional mirrors for instructor visibility, and most routes are 

designed to take students out of the downtown area early in the lesson. 

Neighboring land-uses include:  

North – Commercial 

South – Commercial 

East –   Commercial 

West – Commercial 

  

The Comprehensive Plan classification for the site is General Commercial.  

In accordance with LMC §19.12.090(1), written notice of the public hearing for the Special 

Property Use Permit petition was mailed to the applicant and to the owners of all properties 

adjacent to or abutting this proposal.   

The property was posted with a notice of public hearing announcing the proposed special 

property use application. Legal notice of the public hearing appeared in the Longview Daily 

News. No comments have been provided as of the date of this report.  

  

SEPA DETERMINATION  
  

Not required.   

CRITICAL AREA ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS  

None.  
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APPLICABLE CODE SECTIONS  

Section 19.44.030 the Longview Municipal Code (LMC) requires the issuance of a Special 

Property Use Permit by City Council with recommendation from planning commission. 

“ In the downtown commerce district special property use permits are granted by 

the city council. Per LMC 2.03.060, the city council shall conduct an open-record 

public hearing prior to their decision. Per LMC 2.27.070, the planning commission 

shall make recommendations to the city council for the granting or denial of such 

permits”. 

Furthermore, the criteria for review of a special use can be found in LMC 19.12.050(3):  

“No such special property use permit shall be granted by the board unless it finds:  

(a) That the use for which such permit is sought will not be injurious to the 

neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to the public health, safety, morals and 

general welfare;  

(b) In making such determination the board shall be guided by the following 

considerations and standards:  

(i) That the use will not be detrimental to the character and use of adjoining 

buildings and those in the vicinity,  

(ii) That the use will not create a hazard in the immediate area either for 

pedestrian or vehicular traffic,  

(iii) That adequate ingress and egress will be available for fire and other 

vehicular emergency equipment,  

(iv) That adequate off-street parking will be provided to prevent congestion of 

public streets”   

STAFF DISCUSSION  
The City’s Community Development Department has reviewed the proposal for the 

establishment of a driving school at 1338 Commerce Ave. The property is zoned Downtown 

Commerce (D-C) and driving schools are allowed within the D-C zoning district as special 

property use. The driving school is proposed to be established in an existing building that comply 

with the D-C development standards. 

STAFF ANALYSIS  

In reviewing LMC §19.12.050, which contains the approval criteria for Special Property Use 

staff finds the following:  

(i) That the use will not be detrimental to the character and use of adjoining buildings and 

those in the vicinity.  

Driving Schools are allowed in the downtown commerce districts under a special 

property use. The driving school operations is relatively low impact, consisting primarily 
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of scheduled classes and individual driving sessions rather than high-volume or 

continuous traffic. Additionally, the driving school will be operating in an existing 

building that is consistent in character with the adjoining buildings in the downtown 

district. 

(ii) That the use will not create a hazard in the immediate area either for pedestrian or 

vehicular traffic.  

The proposed driving school is not expected to create a hazard for either pedestrian or 

vehicular traffic in the immediate area. Traffic associated with the use will be limited 

with only two instructional vehicles operating at a time and clearly scheduled one hour 

driving sessions. Pick-up and drop-off activity will be conducted in an organized manner 

at the top of each hour, reducing the likelihood of congestion vehicle movement. 

The driving routes are designed to quickly direct students out of the downtown area, 

minimizing exposure to higher pedestrian zones. In addition, the use of private on-site 

parking lot allows for safe, off-street pick-up and drop-off, avoiding interference with 

public roadways or sidewalks. 

(iii)That adequate ingress and egress will be available for fire and other vehicular emergency 

equipment.  

Adequate ingress and egress is available for the fire department and emergency vehicles 

to access the building the driving school will be operating out of. The site has multiple 

point of access for emergency and fire to enter, exist and maneuver as needed. The site 

can be accessed by fire and emergency vehicles from Broadway st, 12th Avene and 

Commerce Ave.   

(iv) That adequate off-street parking will be provided to prevent congestion of public streets  

The building site includes a private parking lot with multiple rows of spaces, including 

designated areas for clients. The driving school will have two designated parking spaces 

within the lot. Classes will take place outside of normal business hours for the other 

offices in the building, so the parking lot should remain largely available for parents 

dropping off and picking up students. Additionally, per LMC 19.78.105, there is no 

minimum off-street parking requirement for the downtown commercial district. 

LMC §19.12.050 also requires the Board to adopt the following finding if granting the Special 

Property Use Permit:  

(a) That the use for which such permit is sought will not be injurious to the neighborhood or 

otherwise detrimental to the public health, safety, morals and general welfare.  

The proposed driving school will not be injurious to the neighborhood or detrimental to 

public health, safety, morals, or general welfare. The use is low-impact, with scheduled 

classes and structured, one-on-one driving instruction rather than high-volume or 

disruptive activity. Operations will primarily occur in the late afternoon and evening 

hours, which helps reduce overlap with surrounding businesses and limits overall 

neighborhood impact. 
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Traffic will be minimal and predictable, with scheduled driving sessions and most routes 

designed to leave the downtown area shortly after beginning. Instructional vehicles are 

equipped with dual controls and additional mirrors, allowing for safe and controlled 

operation at all times. The use does not introduce excessive noise, new signage, or other 

changes that would alter the character of the area. 

Overall, the proposal is consistent with surrounding uses and will not negatively impact 

the health, safety, or general welfare of the community. 

 

As of this writing, staff have not received any written comments regarding this proposal as a 

result of the notice of public hearing that was mailed to all adjoining or adjacent property 

owners, posted at the site, or legal ads published in the newspaper.  

STAFF FINDINGS  

1. Based on the nature of operation of the driving school and consistency in characteristics 

of the business site to that of surrounding buildings, the proposed driving school will not 

be detrimental to the character of the adjoining uses and area. 

2. The site has multiple points of access for emergency and fire to enter, exist and maneuver 

as needed ensuring adequate ingress and egress is available for fire and emergency. 

3. The proposed driving school is not anticipated to generate vehicular or pedestrian traffic 

that would cause a hazard to the downtown area.  

4.  Parking is available to serve the driving school operations. 

RECOMMENDATION  

Motion to grant approval for Special Property Use application by Three Rivers Driving School  

based on the findings and conclusions in the staff report dated January6th, 2026.   

EXHIBITS  

A. Aerial Image   

B. Application  

C. Notice to Neighbors  

    

  

Staff Report Date: Monday, March 31st , 2026  
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 City of Longview  

 Agenda Summary  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 3577 – RESCINDING CHAPTER 16.24 ELECTRICAL CODE 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
HOLD THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 3577 
  
COUNCIL INITIATIVE ADDRESSED:  
Strengthen economic conditions and create new opportunities 
Continue effective financial management 
  
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
The proposal would remove the Electrical Code, Chapter 16.24, from the Longview Municipal Code. 
  
Authority for the review, issuance, and inspection of electrical permits was transferred to the Washington 
Department of Labor and Industries in early 2024.  As such, the City of Longview no longer reviews, issues, or 
inspects electrical permits.  Development is still required to comply with all provisions of the state adopted 
electrical code.  The proposed code rescission would bring LMC up to date with current practice and 
procedures and reduce confusion regarding permitting needs and responsibilities. 
  
STAFF CONTACT: 
Nick Little, Community Development Director 
Nick.little@ci.longview.wa.us 
  
Attachments:  
1. Ordinance No. 3577 
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ORDINANCE NO. 3577 
 

  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LONGVIEW, WASHINGTON, REPEALING 
CHAPTER 16.24 OF THE LONGVIEW MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO THE 
ELECTRICAL CODE 
_______________________________________________________________  
            
 

WHEREAS, the City of Longview previously adopted and administered an Electrical 

Code under Chapter 16.24 of the Longview Municipal Code (LMC); and 

WHEREAS, in early 2024, authority for the review, issuance, and inspection of electrical 

permits within the City of Longview was transferred to the Washington State 

Department of Labor and Industries (L&I); and 

WHEREAS, the City of Longview no longer reviews electrical plans, issues electrical 

permits, or conducts electrical inspections; and 

WHEREAS, electrical work performed within the City remains subject to compliance 

with the state-adopted electrical code as administered by L&I; and 

WHEREAS, retaining Chapter 16.24 within the Longview Municipal Code may cause 

confusion among applicants, contractors, and the public regarding permitting 

responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, rescinding Chapter 16.24 will align the Longview Municipal Code with 

existing practice and current legal authority, thereby improving clarity, efficiency, and 

customer service; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LONGVIEW, 

WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  Chapter 16.24 of the Longview Municipal Code, titled “Electrical Code,” 
is hereby repealed in its entirety. 
 

Section 2.  No Effect on State Electrical Code Requirements.  The repeal of 
Chapter 16.24 does not alter or diminish any obligations under the Washington State 
Electrical Code, nor does it affect the authority of the Washington State Department of 
Labor and Industries to administer electrical permitting and inspection within the City of 
Longview. 
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Section 3. Severability. If any section, subsection, phrase, or clause of this 
ordinance is declared invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

Section 4. That the City of Longview City Clerk is hereby ordered and directed to 
cause the Ordinance to be published. 

 
Section 5. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect 5 days after passage 

and publication as required by law. 
 
Passed by the City Council this _____ day of _________, 2026. 
 
Approved by the Mayor this _____ day of __ _______, 2026. 
 
 
 
       _______________________________  

MAYOR  
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________      
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________________      
Charlotte Archer 
City Attorney 
 
Published:  __________________________  
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1525 Broadway 
Longview, WA 98632 
www.mylongview.com 

 

Introduced by: Erik Halvorson, Mayor Date: April 6th, 2026 

  For Agenda of: April 9th, 2026 

 

SUBJECT TITLE: Protecting Infants from Fentanyl: Proposed Ordinance  

 

SUMMARY STATEMENT: 

The recent, preventable death of a three-month-old infant in Longview, found with 20 times the lethal adult 
dose of fentanyl is a tragedy that demands immediate local action. While our community mourns, we must 
also address the legal limitations that hinder our first responders. 

Under current state law (RCW 9A.42.100), it is a felony to expose children to methamphetamine. 
However, despite the extreme potency and rising prevalence of fentanyl, attempts to address this gap in 
the State Legislature have stalled. This leaves a significant void in our ability to protect infants and 
children from one of the most dangerous substances on our streets today. 

PREVENTION WITH "TEETH" 

The primary goal of this ordinance is to stop the 911 call before it happens. By criminalizing the act of 
exposure at the local level, we provide our officers and the legal system with the necessary tools to: 

Intervene Early: Address the danger at the endangerment stage-where a child is living in a contaminated 
environment-rather than waiting for a medical emergency to occur. 

Encourage Accountability: A gross misdemeanor charge carries up to 364 days in jail and a $5,000 fine. 
This gives law enforcement and the court real tools to hold offenders accountable and remove the threat 
from the child's environment. 

Longview is not alone in identifying this legislative gap. The City of Everett recently passed a similar 
ordinance after investigating over thirty child overdoses in recent years. By establishing this local law, 
Everett has provided its law enforcement with a proactive framework to protect minors from fentanyl. 
Longview can do the same. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Direct the City Attorney to draft an ordinance for council adoption, 
establishing the crime of "Endangerment of a Minor with a Controlled Substance" to address the 
lethal threat of fentanyl and other synthetic opioids. 

 

COUNCIL GOAL ADDRESSED: STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY SAFETY 
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Project title: An ORDINANCE adopting a new chapter of the Everett Municipal Code relating to Endangerment with a 
Controlled Substance. 

Council Bill # interoffice use  
CB 2602-08 Project: Ordinance relating to Endangerment with a Controlled Substance 

Partner/Supplier: NA 

                    Location: NA  

Preceding action:  NA 

Fund: NA 

Agenda dates requested:  
 

Briefing                   2/25/26 
2nd Reading            3/04/26 
Consent 
Action                     3/11/26 
Ordinance x 
Public hearing 
 Yes      X No 
 

Budget amendment: 
 Yes  X No 

 

PowerPoint presentation: 
 Yes  X No 

 

Attachments: 
SD_1-ordinance 
 

Department(s) involved: 
Legal 
Police 
 

Contact person: 
Lacey Offutt 
 

Phone number: 
425-257-8528 
 

Email: 
LOffutt@everettwa.gov 

Initialed by: 
 
Department head  
 
Administration 
 
Council President  

Fiscal summary statement:  
NA 

Project summary statement: 

This proposed ordinance would create a new gross misdemeanor crime known as 
Endangerment with a Controlled Substance. Under this new ordinance, a person is guilty 
of the crime if he or she knowingly or recklessly caused a child, someone under 18 years 
of age, to be exposed to a Schedule I or Schedule II controlled substance, as scheduled in 
state or federal law. Schedule I and Schedule II controlled substances include, among 
others, heroin, fentanyl, LSD, ecstasy, and cocaine. The ordinance provides that providing 
a scheduled drug to a child pursuant to a valid prescription is not a violation of the 
ordinance.  

Exposing a minor to methamphetamine is a class B Felony under RCW 9A.42.100. This 
ordinance does not regulate violations that amount to a violation of RCW 9A.42.100. 

Recommendation (exact action requested of Council): 
Adopt an Ordinance creating a new chapter of the Everett Municipal Code relating to 
Endangerment with a Controlled Substance. 

 

City Council Agenda Item Cover Sheet 
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ORDINANCE NO.   ________ 
 
An ORDINANCE adopting a new chapter of the Everett Municipal Code relating to Endangerment with 
a Controlled Substance.  
 
WHEREAS,  

A. The City of Everett has the power to provide for the punishment of all practices dangerous to 
public health or safety, and to make necessary for the preservation of public health, peace, and 
good order, and to provide for the punishment of all persons charged with violating any city 
ordinance. 

B. It is a Class B felony under RCW 9A.42.100 to knowingly or intentionally permit dependent 
children or adults to be exposed to, ingest, inhale, or have contact with methamphetamine or 
specific ingredients utilized for its production. 

C. Efforts to amend RCW 9A.42.100 to include the knowing or intentional exposure to fentanyl and 
other synthetic opioids have repeatedly stalled in the State Legislature. 

D. The Everett Police Department has investigated thirty-three overdoses involving minor victims 
since 2019.  Over 35% of those investigations (36%) involved children ages 1-31. One was fatal.  Of 
those involving very young children, seven are known to have involved fentanyl, including the 
fatal exposure.  

E. Controlled substances come in all forms, and they are regularly made into powders, pills, candies, 
eye droppers, and nasal sprays. 

F. Users are unable to discern by sight, taste, or smell just how potent and dangerous these illicit 
drugs may be due to unregulated sources. The identity, purity, and quantity are uncertain and 
inconsistent, thus posing significant adverse health risks not only to the user, but also to their 
family members or members of the public who may be exposed inadvertently or through 
secondhand contact. 

G. The Washington State Office of the Family and Children's Ombuds Child Fatalities and Near 
Fatalities in Washington State 2025 report states that 25% of DCYF-investigated child fatalities, 
and 66% of near-fatalities, were caused by accidental ingestions and overdoses of controlled 
substances, with 78% of those combined incidents involving fentanyl2. Fentanyl accounted for 30 
of the 38 accidental ingestions by children under 11. 

H. These risks are particularly high for infants and toddlers who may live in close proximity to and 
come in contact with controlled substances through no fault of their own. Over half (52.5%) of 

 
1 Accurate as of Feb. 13, 2026. 
2 Office of the Family and Children’s Ombuds (OFCO), 2025 Annual Report (Dec. 2025), 
https://ofco.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-12/2025%20OFCO%20Annual%20Report.pdf (accessed Feb. 13, 
2026). 
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children involved in accidental ingestions and overdoses investigated by DCYF in 2024 involved 
children aged 0 and 1 years old3.  

I. For those who survive exposure, non-fatal opioid-involved overdoses can result in immediate and 
long-term complications such as brain injury, developmental difficulties, psychiatric effects, and 
respiratory complications.  

J. The City encourages the State Legislature to amend RCW 9A.42.100 in such a way that 
appropriately criminalizes recklessly or knowingly permitting a child to be exposed to, ingest, 
inhale, absorb or have contact with any controlled substance, including synthetic opioids.  

K. In the interim, the City Council finds that it is necessary and appropriate in protecting the public 
health, safety, and welfare to take immediate steps to protect children from the dangers of 
exposure to powerful controlled substances such as fentanyl and deter the endangerment of 
children caused by exposure to these substances. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF EVERETT DOES ORDAIN: 
 
Section 1. Findings adopted 
 
The findings set forth in the above recitals are hereby adopted and incorporated by reference.  Further, 
the City Council specifically finds that the regulation of the conduct addressed in this Ordinance is a valid 
exercise of police power. 
 
Section 2.  New Chapter 10.xx EMC 
 
A new chapter 10.41 is hereby added to the Everett Municipal Code as chapter 10.41 EMC as follows: 
 
Chapter 10.41  
Endangerment with a Controlled Substance 
 
10.41.010 Definitions 
For the purpose of this Chapter, the following terms shall apply:  

A.  "Child" shall mean the same as the term is defined in RCW 9A.42.010.  
B. "Controlled Substance" shall mean the same as the term is defined in RCW 69.50.101. 
C. "Prescription" shall mean the same as the term is defined in RCW 69.50.101.  

 
10.41.020 Endangerment with a Controlled Substance 
 

A. Under circumstances not amounting to endangerment with a controlled substance under RCW 
9A.42.100, a person is guilty of the crime of endangerment with a controlled substance if the 

 
3 Office of the Family and Children’s Ombuds (OFCO), 2025 Annual Report (Dec. 2025), 
https://ofco.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-12/2025%20OFCO%20Annual%20Report.pdf (accessed Feb. 13, 
2026). 
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person knowingly or recklessly causes a child to be exposed to, ingest, inhale, absorb, or have 
contact with any controlled substance classified in Schedule I or Schedule II as set forth in State 
or Federal law, or the smoke of a substance that the person knows, or reasonably should know, 
contains, or is contaminated with, a controlled substance classified in Schedule I or Schedule II. 

B. Administering or providing a controlled substance to a child in the course of delivering health care 
services pursuant to and in accordance with a valid prescription is not a violation of this Section. 

C. This chapter shall not apply to, nor be deemed or construed to conflict with, conduct specifically 
prohibited by RCW 9A.42.100. 

 
10.41.030.  Penalty for Violations 
 
Any person who violates this section is guilty of a gross misdemeanor punishable by up to 364 days in jail and a 
$5,000 fine.  
 
10.41.040.  Preemption 
 
In the event the Washington State Legislature passes a law preempting this Chapter, this Chapter shall 
cease to have effect on the same date the state statute comes into effect. Any violation of this Chapter 
that occurs prior to the preempting statute coming into effect may be prosecuted and punished pursuant 
to this Ordinance. 
 
Section 3.  The City Clerk and the codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to make necessary corrections 
to this Ordinance including, but not limited to, the correction of scrivener’s/clerical errors, references, 
ordinance numbering, section/subsection numbers, and any internal references. 
 
Section 4.  The City Council hereby declares that should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance be declared invalid for any reason, it is the intent of the City Council that it would have 
passed all portions of this ordinance independent of the elimination of any such portion as may be 
declared invalid. 

Section 5.  The enactment of this Ordinance shall not affect any case, proceeding, appeal or other matter 
currently pending in any court or in any way modify any right or liability, civil or criminal, which may be in 
existence on the effective date of this Ordinance. 
 
Section 6.  It is expressly the purpose of this Ordinance to provide for and promote the health, safety and 
welfare of the general public and not to create or otherwise establish or designate any particular class or 
group of persons who will or should be especially protected or benefited by the terms of this Ordinance.  
It is the specific intent of this Ordinance that no provision or any term used in this Ordinance is intended 
to impose any duty whatsoever upon the City or any of its officers or employees.  Nothing contained in 
this Ordinance is intended nor shall be construed to create or form the basis of any liability on the part of 
the City, or its officers, employees or agents, for any injury or damage resulting from any action or inaction 
on the part of the City related in any manner to the enforcement of this Ordinance by its officers, 
employees or agents. 
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CASSIE FRANKLIN, MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
CITY CLERK 
 
 
Passed:  

Valid:  

Published:  

Effective:  
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 City of Longview  

 Agenda Summary  
 
APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
  
Based upon the authentication and certification of claims and demands against the city, prepared and signed by the 
City’s auditing officer, and in full reliance thereon, it is moved and seconded as shown in the minutes of this meeting 
that the following vouchers/warrants are approved for payment: 
  
SECOND HALF MARCH 2026 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: $1,815,230.92 
 
SECOND HALF MARCH 2026 PAYROLL:  
$474,858.22, checks 
$1,093,968.78, direct deposits  
$979,217.39, wire transfers  
$2,548,044.39 Total  
  
STAFF CONTACT:  
Lindy Kennedy, Accountant 
Sara Rios, Payroll Specialist 
  
Attachments: None 
 

Page 90 of 109



 City of Longview  

 Agenda Summary  
 
2026 EXTENSION AND RENEWAL OF AGREEMENT FOR COWLITZ COUNTY MINI-RURAL PARTIAL 
LIBRARY DISTRICT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:   
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE 2026 EXTENSION AND RENEWAL OF 
AGREEMENT FOR LIBRARY SERVICES 
  
COUNCIL STRATEGIC INITIATIVE ADDRESSED: 
Address Quality of Place Issues 
Continue Effective Financial Management 
  
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW:  REQUIRED    
  
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
The Cowlitz County Mini-Rural Library District Board wishes to extend the agreement with the City of 
Longview for the continuation of library services from May 1, 2026 through April 30, 2027. (The original 
contract began on May 1, 1998). The 2026-2027 agreement is in the amount of $447,193. 
    
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Motion to authorize the City Manager to sign and approve the extension/renewal of Cowlitz County Mini-Rural 
Partial Library District Services Contract. 
 
STAFF CONTACT: 
Jacob Cole, Library Director 
  
Attachments:  
1. MRLD Renewal 2026-27 final 
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2026 EXTENSION AND RENEWAL OF 
AGREEMENT FOR LIBRARY SERVICES 

 
 

 THIS EXTENSION AND RENEWAL AGREEMENT, is entered into this ___ day 
of_______________, 2026, by and between the CITY OF LONGVIEW, WASHINGTON, a code 
city of the State of Washington, (hereinafter referred to as “City”) and COWLITZ COUNTY MINI-
RURAL PARTIAL LIBRARY DISTRICT, a political subdivision of the State of Washington, 
organized and existing under and by virtue of RCW 27.12.080, (hereinafter referred to as 
“District”): 

WITNESSETH: 
 

 WHEREAS, the City owns, maintains, and operates a Public Library, including real 
property, the Public Library Building, and including an extensive collection of library materials, 
as well as computers, software, furnishings, and fixtures, all of which was originally provided as 
a gift from Robert A. Long and Ella M. Long, and all of which has been maintained, improved 
and operated by funds derived from fees and taxes imposed upon the residents and citizens of 
the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, heretofore, the City has permitted non-residents of the City to purchase the 
use of “Library Cards” and use the facilities of said Library, including the privilege of removing 
books and other materials for their temporary personal use; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the District was created to provide library services for its residents, and said 
District entered into an agreement with the City for such services to its residents for the period 
commencing May 1, 1998 and ending April 30, 1999; which said agreement has been renewed 
and extended annually; and said District now desires to extend and renew said agreement for 
the period commencing May 1, 2026 and ending April 30, 2027,  by which the City will agree to 
provide library services to the residents of said District in the manner that such services are 
provided to residents of the City, and the voters of said District have approved an ad valorem 
tax levy in the sum of $.50 per $1,000 of assessed value of taxable real property within the 
boundaries of said District to pay for the privilege of such services to such residents; and  
 
 WHEREAS, said District has heretofore incurred certain indebtedness that should be 
paid from the ad valorem taxes described above; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of said City has agreed to extend and renew said 
AGREEMENT with said District for a period of one (1) year, commencing May 1, 2026 to 
provide Library Cards to the qualified residents of said District in order that they may use the 
facilities of said library and obtain the privilege of removing books and other materials therefrom 
for their personal use, subject to all of the rules and regulations regarding the use of said library 
and those relating to the removal and return of such books and materials; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby, in consideration of mutual benefits to be derived 
therefrom, the parties hereto hereby promise and agree as follows: 
 

1. LIBRARY CARDS: The City will issue Longview Public Library cards to residents of 
the District who meet the same qualifications as residents of the City, except for the residence 
qualification. Such Library Cards shall each be for a term of one (1) year, may be renewable.  
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 2. LIBRARY SERVICES: Holders of Longview Public Library cards, issued pursuant to 
this 2026 EXTENSION AND RENEWAL AGREEMENT shall be entitled to all of the privileges of 
Library use that are accorded to residents of the City 
 

3. PAYMENT FOR SERVICES: The District shall pay to the City an amount equal to the 
sum of $447,193.  $22,653.66 of that total is specifically designated for the cost of the 50% P.T. 
Library Clerk I PE position that will deliver resources to residents of the Mini Rural District and 
perform Outreach services. Payment of all such taxes collected prior to May 10, 2026, shall be 
made on or about May 31, 2026; and payment of all such taxes collected after May 10, 2026 and 
prior to November 15, 2026, shall be made on or about November 29, 2026.  Any such taxes 
thereafter collected shall be paid as and when received. 
 
 4. TERM OF AGREEMENT - EXTENSIONS:  This 2026 EXTENSION AND RENEWAL 
AGREEMENT is for a term of one (1) year, commencing on the 1st day of May, 2026, and 
ending on the 30th day of April, 2027.  Any books, materials, or other property of the Longview 
Public Library, then in the hands or possession of residents of the District who possess Library 
Cards, shall be returned to said library within the time required by the rules and regulations of the 
Longview Public Library.  The City shall monitor the costs of providing services under the terms 
of this Agreement, and periodic reports shall be provided to the City Manager.  Subject to a 
review of such costs by the City Council for rendering library services hereunder, and subject to 
the sole discretion and determination of the City Council of the City, this 2025 EXTENSION AND 
RENEWAL AGREEMENT may be extended for additional annual terms by an Extension 
Agreement or Agreements, executed by the District and by the City, and containing any 
additional agreements of the parties hereto, including any increases or decreases in annual 
payments to the City and the amount of any future ad valorem taxes levied within the District. 
 
Dated this   day of    , 2026.  Dated this  day of   , 2026. 
 
       COWLITZ COUNTY MINI-RURAL 
CITY OF LONGVIEW, WASHINGTON  PARTIAL LIBRARY DISTRICT 
 
 
By:         By:        
         City Manager      Chairperson 
 
Attest:      Attest: 
 
             

City Clerk 
           

         (title) 
Approved as to form:  
 
 
      
City Attorney            
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 City of Longview  

 Agenda Summary  
 
PROJECT COMPLETION – CLONEY PARK STORM PIPE REPLACEMENT 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
MOTION TO ACCEPT AS COMPLETE THE CLONEY PARK STORM PIPE REPLACEMENT 
  
COUNCIL INITIATIVE ADDRESSED:  
Preserve and enhance neighborhoods 
  
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW:  N/A 
  
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
The Cloney Park Storm Pipe replacement project has been completed in accordance with the plans and 
specifications under Contract No. 25-1576-D entered into between the City of Longview and Swofford 
Excavating. The City Council must accept the project as complete before final contract closeout can be 
accomplished. 
  
STAFF CONTACT: 
Ivona Kininmonth, PE, Project Engineer 
  
Attachments: None 
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 City of Longview  

 Agenda Summary  
 
SET A PUBLIC HEARING  ON MAY 14TH FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 
GRANT ALLOCATIONS 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
SET A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THURSDAY MAY 14TH FOR CDBG FUNDING ALLOCATIONS. 
  
COUNCIL INITIATIVE ADDRESSED:  
Preserve and enhance neighborhoods 
  
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 
  
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
The City of Longview is allocated Community Development Block Grant funding from the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.   Funding is allocated to projects by City Council.  A public hearing must be 
held at the time of allocation to allow for public comment. 
  
STAFF CONTACT: 
Kenny Robinson, Program Coordination Specialist 
  
Attachments: None 
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 City of Longview  

 Agenda Summary  
 
SET A PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 14TH FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS 
PROGRAM ALLOCATIONS 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
SET A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THURSDAY, MAY 14TH FOR HOME FUNDING ALLOCATIONS. 
  
COUNCIL INITIATIVE ADDRESSED:  
Preserve and enhance neighborhoods 
  
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW:  N/A 
  
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
The City of Longview is allocated HOME Investment Partnership Program funding from the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.   Funding is allocated to projects by City Council.  A public hearing must be 
held at the time of allocation to allow for public comment. 
  
STAFF CONTACT: 
Kenny Robinson, Program Coordination Specialist 
  
Attachments: None 
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Longview Fire Department
Phase 1: Landscape & Risk Analysis Summary 

April 2026 

City Council Meeting
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Process 
Review

Landscape Analysis & Initial Engagement (February–March 2026)  

Research & Message Testing (April–May 2026)

Pre-Ballot Measure Referral Public Education (May–July 2026)

Post-Ballot Measure Referral Public Education (August–November 2026)
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Landscape Analysis & Initial Engagement (February–March 2026)  

• Conduct a comprehensive review of funding, plans, and community 

sentiment

• Interview key stakeholders, including city officials, fire staff, unions, and 

community groups

• Develop initial messaging, branding, and update the project website 

with FAQs

Process 
Review
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Landscape Analysis and Risk Scope

• Evaluate current fire and EMS service 
capacity

• Review operational trends and 
service demand

• Identify risks affecting long-term 
service delivery

• Early stakeholder engagement
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What Was Reviewed?

• Longview Fire Department Annual Reports 
(2022–2024)

• Incident and call volume data (fire, EMS, 
and service calls)

• Response time performance and Standard 
of Cover metrics

• Fire department staffing levels and 
organizational structure

• Apparatus inventory and replacement 
schedules

• Ambulance utilization and EMS transport 
data

• Fire prevention, inspection, and community 
risk reduction activities

• City budget documents and fire department 
funding trends

• Washington State property tax and EMS 
levy statutes

• Benchmark comparisons with similar 
Washington cities’ fire/EMS funding models
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Major Risks Facing the System

• Increasing EMS workload: Emergency calls now account for most 
responses & are likely to increase further as populations age & behavioral 
health issues grow.

• Response capacity during concurrent incidents: Limited staffing 
challenges maintaining response times during multiple calls.

• Aging apparatus and infrastructure: Many fire apparatus are near the 
end of their lifespans, with longer replacement timelines.

• Workforce sustainability challenges: Rising call volume leads to 
overtime, fatigue, & recruitment issues.

• Structural funding limitations: State property tax limits hinder the City’s 
ability to fund emergency services without voter approval.
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What Happens if Nothing Changes?

• Gradual decline in response time: As call volume increases, available units 
may be committed more frequently, resulting in slower response times.

• Increasing reliance on mutual aid: Neighboring agencies may be required 
more frequently to support Longview during simultaneous incidents or major 
events.

• Delayed apparatus replacement: Without new funding, the City may need to 
defer replacement of critical fire engines, ladder trucks, and other equipment.

• Higher maintenance and operational costs: Operating older equipment longer 
can lead to increased repair expenses and reduced reliability.

• Growing strain on EMS transport system: High medical call volume combined 
with limited ambulance availability may increase patient wait times and keep fire 
crews tied up longer.
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Fiscal Context
Washington Property Tax Growth Limit (1%), which restricts the 
City’s ability to keep pace with rising service costs, unless voters 
approve an increase.
Public Safety Costs Outpacing Revenue Growth Personnel, 
benefits, training requirements, and equipment costs for fire and 
EMS services typically increase faster than the allowable 1% 
revenue growth.
Increasing Capital Replacement Costs: Fire apparatus, 
ambulances, and emergency equipment have become significantly 
more expensive, with longer manufacturing timelines and higher 
replacement costs.
Reliance on Voter-Approved Funding Tools: Many Washington 
cities rely on voter-approved mechanisms such as Levy Lid Lifts or 
EMS Levies to sustain emergency service funding. Without new 
revenue sources, cities may face increasing pressure to defer 
investments in staffing, equipment, and facilities.

• 1% Revenue Growth 

Limit

• 80% + of calls = EMS

• 6,000+ Annual Incidents

• 3-4 year Replacement 

Lead Time

• Increased estimated 

funding gap
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SWOT Analysis

W

T0

S Positive attributes inside 
the organization that you 
can influence or leverage.

Internal limitations or areas 
that hinder performance 
and can be addressed.

Favorable external 
conditions impacting your 
organization.

External factors that could 
harm your organization or 
impede goals
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Strengths

• Highly trained professional firefighting workforce: ensures 
reliable fire suppression and advanced EMS care.

• Strong medical response capability: supports critical 
emergency care and high survival outcomes.

• Regional special operations expertise: enables response to 
hazardous materials, technical rescues, and large-scale 
incidents.

• Established industrial response partnerships: provide 
revenue and specialized support for high-risk facilities.

• Strong community trust in fire and EMS services: improves 
compliance, engagement, and public support for funding 
initiatives.
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Weaknesses

• Staffing levels below optimal for call volume: limits the 
ability to respond simultaneously to multiple emergencies.

• Limited ambulance transport capacity: increases reliance on 
mutual aid and slows patient transport.

• Aging equipment: increases maintenance costs, risk of 
downtime, and reduces operational reliability.

• Gaps in coverage and longer response times in some areas.
• Difficulty meeting full fire response time standards: may 

affect safety metrics and community perception.
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Opportunities

• Levy lid lift to stabilize fire service funding: provides potential for 
long-term staffing and capital investments.

• EMS levy aligned with dominant workload: allows funding to match 
the majority of service demand.

• Construction of additional fire station(s): improves coverage, 
reduces response times, and supports growth areas.

• Expansion of community paramedicine and prevention programs: 
reduces non-emergency call volume and improves health outcomes.

• Regional partnerships and industrial contract revenue:  
strengthens financial base and resource sharing with nearby 
jurisdictions.
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Threats

• Continued growth in EMS demand: could overwhelm current staffing 
and resources without new funding.

• Behavioral health and opioid crisis impacts: increase call 
complexity, requires specialized response and training.

• Rising equipment replacement costs: capital expenditures may 
outpace revenue growth limits.

• Property tax growth limitations: constrain ability to fund services 
despite increasing demand.

• Risk of declining response performance without new funding: may 
reduce public safety outcomes and community trust.
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